MEDIA RELEASE 1

Nature — between Desire and Reality
From Amazonia to the Alps

Location: Haus fiir Kunst Uri, Altdorf
Vernissage: 14" September 2019
Duration: 15% September to 24" November 2019

The international group exhibition Nature — between Desire and Reality is part of a transdisciplinary
project that is bringing together art and science in dialogue. It is the cooperative work of Barbara Ziircher,
Director of Haus fiir Kunst Uri, the freelance curator Dr. Bruno Z'Graggen, Zurich (VIDEO WINDOW),

36 Swiss and international artists and the literary and cultural scientist Prof. Dr. Boris Previsi¢ of the
University of Lucerne. The project consists of the exhibition, an accompanying publication, a three-day
conference and a block seminar in the autumn semester of 2019.

The group exhibition is curated by Barbara Ziircher and Dr. Bruno Z'Graggen. It demonstrates the great variety of
ways in which contemporary art is questioning concepts of nature as well as the aesthetic approaches and poetic
energy generated by such work. The exhibition spans a broad arc from Amazonia to the Alps. By illustrating
global interrelationships it seeks to encourage us to reflect upon our own perception of nature against the
background of accelerating climate change.

The almost 70 works in the exhibition represent a full range of artistic media: painting, drawing, sculpture, perfor-
mance, photography, film, video and installation. One focus is provided by six artists from Brazil. The majority of
the 27 positions are from Switzerland. Venezuela, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Belgium are each also
represented by one artist.

Alongside global relationships, local references are also highly present in the exhibition: on the one hand, in the
shape of the landscape around Uri and the imposing mountain ranges that surround Haus fur Kunst Uri and
where the impact of climate change is becoming increasingly clear; on the other hand, through the historical
connection with Heinrich Danioth (1896—-1953), one of Uri’s most important artists, who spent his entire lifetime
fascinated by Uri's mountain landscape and people. Haus fur Kunst Uri preserves a large part of his oeuvre on
behalf of the Datwyler Stiftung. A pavilion in the museum bears his name.

The accompanying publication by the curatorial team and Prof. Dr. Boris PreviSi¢ is published by edition
pudelundpinscher (Wadenswil). This takes the form of an open dialogue between illustrations of the works and
essays by four academics from the University of Lucerne in the areas of literary, cultural, legal and historical
studies. These are complemented by texts from a Columbian expert in the field of forensic architecture from
Goldsmiths University in London and the Vice Director of the Swiss Alpine Museum in Bern.

The texts tell of the gap between our perception of rapid climate change and the lack of effective political action,
of the role of social solidarity and justice in sustainability, of legal, cultural and economic conflicts in the
exploitation of the rainforest in Ecuador and Columbia, of changes in the use of Alpine forests since 1700 and of a
future in which the Alps will be almost ice-free. All the texts address the existential question: What is the future of
humanity and of the sustainable use of natural resources on our planet?

The international conference, which is being organised by the Stiftung Lucerna, is being held between

30" September and 2™ October 2019, two weeks after the opening of the exhibition. It is taking place in
cooperation with the University of Lucerne, Prof. Dr. Previsi¢, Dr. Bruno Z’'Graggen (VIDEO WINDOW) and Haus
fur Kunst Uri in three parts: the opening evening with the screening of five videos in the stattkino Luzern, a day at
the University of Lucerne and a day at the exhibition in Haus fur Kunst Uri. Keynote lectures will be delivered by
the authors of the publication together with a specialist sustainability researcher from Stockholm and a Brazilian
artist, who is also represented in the exhibition.

The block seminar from Prof. Dr. Boris Previsi¢ at the University of Lucerne on the subject of “Nature and
perception” rounds off the project in the autumn semester of 2019. One session of the seminar also takes place
away from the university in Haus fur Kunst Uri at the exhibition. Dr. Bruno Z’Graggen is accompanying the
seminar. He is presenting an event by VIDEO WINDOW at the university that features works by Ursula Palla
during which he is moderating a discussion with the artist, who addresses a broad range of nature-based subjects
and is participating in the exhibition.
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Key facts and information at a glance

Responsible for the project

Barbara Zircher, Director, Haus flr Kunst Uri

see: https://www.hausfuerkunsturi.ch

Dr. Bruno Z'Graggen, project initiator, freelance curator, Zurich, VIDEO WINDOW and Director, Research
Promotion Unit, University of Lucerne

see: https://brunozgraggen.ch/video-window/

Prof. Dr. Boris Previsi¢, Literary and Cultural Studies, University of Lucerne

see: https://www.unilu.ch/fakultaeten/ksf/institute/seminar-fuer-kulturwissenschaften-und-
wissenschaftsforschung/kulturwissenschaften/mitarbeitende/boris-previsic/

. Exhibition
Title

Location
Vernissage
Duration
Curatorial team
Artists

Number of works
Media
Supported by

Nature — between Desire and Reality

From Amazonia to the Alps

Haus fir Kunst Uri, Altdorf

Saturday, 14" September 2019, 17.30

15t September to 24" November 2019

Barbara Zurcher & Dr. Bruno Z’Graggen

36 Positions: Georg Aerni (CH), Judith Albert (CH), Claudia Andujar (BR), John Armleder
CH), Caroline Bachmann (CH), Sammy Baloji (RDC), Mabe Bethdnico (BR), Rodrigo
Braga (BR), Mayo Bucher (CH), Chalet5 (CH), Heinrich Danioth (CH), Caetano Dias
(BR), Quynh Dong (CH), Hanna van Dyck (BE), Saskia Edens (CH), Marianne Engel
(CH), Lorenz Gelpke (D/CH), Cao Guimarées (BR), Marianne Halter & Mario Marchisella
(CH), huber.huber (CH), Leiko Ikemura (CH), Silvan Kalin (CH), Stefan Karrer (CH),
Isabelle Krieg (CH), Simon Ledergerber (CH), Katja Loher (CH), Cinthia Marcelle (BR),
Ursula Palla (CH), Peter Regli (CH), Marcel Reuschmann (CH), Doris Schmid (CH),
Roman Signer (CH), Jurg Stauble (CH), Javier Téllez (VE), Daniel Wicky (CH),
wiedemann/mettler (CH)

approx. 70

Painting, drawing, sculpture, performance, photography, film, video and installation
Otto Gamma Stiftung, Mobiliar Jubilaumsstiftung, Landis & Gyr Stiftung, Ernst Géhner
Stiftung, Walter Haefner, Stiftung, Stanley Thomas Johnson Foundation, Stiftung Erna
und Curt Burgauer, Research Committee University of Lucerne, Casimir Eigensatz
Stiftung, videocompany

2. Accompanying publication

Editors
Texts

Mathis,

Length and images
Languages
Design

Publishers

Print run

Date of publication
Available from

Barbara Zircher, Dr. Bruno Z'Graggen, Prof. Dr. Boris Previsi¢

Barbara Zircher, Dr. Bruno Z'Graggen, Prof. Dr. Boris Previsi¢, Dr. Hannah Meszaros
Martin (CO), Jonas Perrin, PhD student, Prof. em. Dr. Jon Mathieu, Prof. Dr. Klaus
Barbara Keller, Vice Director, Swiss Alpine Museum, Bern

152 pages; catalogue raisonné of the 36 positions, approx. 100 images

German and English

|za Hren, Zurich

edition pudelundpinscher, Wadenswil

3,000

Vernissage, 14" September 2019

Haus fiir Kunst Uri, edition pudelundpinscher and selected bookshops

3. International Conference

Title
Location and dates

Idea and concept
Programme
Organisation

In cooperation with
Supported by
Patronage
Language

Nature, Culture and Perception. From the Amazon to the Alps
Part 1: Monday, 30™ September 2019, stattkino Luzern

Part 2: Tuesday, 15t October 2019, University of Lucerne

Part 3: Wednesday, 2" October 2019, Haus fiir Kunst Uri, Altdorf
Dr. Bruno Z'Graggen, Prof. Dr. Boris Previsi¢

including list of speakers, see: www.lucerna.ch

Stiftung Lucerna

University of Lucerne, VIDEO WINDOW, Haus fiir Kunst Uri
Research Commission of the University of Lucerne, Swiss National Science Foundation
Club of Rome

English

. Block seminar, University of Lucerne

Title

Led by

Duration
Accompanied by
Artist’s talk

Nature and Perception

Prof. Dr. Boris Previsi¢, Literary and Cultural Studies

16t September to 25" November 2019

Dr. Bruno Z'Graggen, VIDEO WINDOW

Dr. Bruno Z'Graggen with Ursula Palla, artist from the exhibition



